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Name: Chaney Bell Current Occupation/Employer:

Nkwusm-Salish Language Revitalization Institute

What, if you have one or would like to share it, is your name in your tribal language? You may also include the
translation. sishensh - Littlerock

Please list all colleges you have attending and include the degrees earned at each:Haskell Indian Nations University (no d

What are three words you would use to describe yourself? 1. Respectful
2. Honest

3. Steadfast

How would you be described by friends and colleagues?  caim, Reliable

Who have been role models or positive influences in your life?  mother, Elders, Wife, Children, Friends

Are there any teachers or professors who have been especially important to your education?  poug Rhuman (SKC) -
Are there any important places or cites in your life?  Lower Flathead River - Mission Mountains - Home

What is one obstacle that you’ve had to overcome in your life? How were you able to overcome it? How did it
2
change who you Were/ are: One obstacle that is common with many people is peer pressure. We are constantly being told by oudsi

What are your favorite books or other things to read? | jie 1o0king at old history books about tribal people, National Geograpt
What types of music do you listen to? Who are some of your favorite musicians or groups? gqndance, Powwow anc
What are your hobbies or what things do you like to do in your spare time? Hang out with family and friends, jam hand drt
Do you have any specific advice to young people who might be interested in your career field? Follow your heart, Liste

Has there been a “turning point” in your life? If so, explain the situation and the outcome in as much detail as
you would like to share. When | quit drinking and started to learn about what it means to really be Salish. There was a time when | w
Discuss any community related service or future goals you have in this area? In what ways have you “given

back” or would like to? My main goal or dream would be to see our language alive again, to be spoken all over by our people. There

Describe any travehng you have done in your lifetime? | went to school at Haskell for 3 years, traveled to New York City for the
Any additional information you would like to share about yourself? (i.e.: grass dancer, barrel racer, fluent
language speaker, proud parent, etc.) Proud Parent for sure, wish | was a fluent speaker...working on that though, the idea that we
Are there any web links (online newspapers, websites, etc.) that include more information about you that you

would like to have posted on the OPI website? .
www.Salishworld.com
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	Text52:  Slshensh - Littlerock
	Text54: Haskell Indian Nations University (no degree) University of Montana (no degree)  Salish Kootenai College - Certificate of Completion Salish Cultural Leadership - Associates of Native American Studies - BS in Elementary Education
	Text55: Respectful
	Text56: Honest
	Text57: Steadfast
	Text58: Calm, Reliable
	Text59: Mother, Elders, Wife, Children, Friends
	Text60: Doug Rhuman (SKC) - Johnny Arlee - Sophie Mays 
	Text61: Lower Flathead River - Mission Mountains - Home
	Text62: One obstacle that is common with many people is peer pressure.  We are constantly being told by oudside influences what we should do with our life.  These can be both positve and negative but they are always around us and it is hard as a young person to know what is good and what is bad.  Learing to really think for myself, to be positve and to know and understand that we all make mistakes but it is how we get back up when we have been knocked down.
	Text63: I like looking at old history books about tribal people, National Geographic, News papers, 
	Text64: Roundance, Powwow and old Salish Music and though I hate to admit it country music.
	Text65: Hang out with family and friends, jam hand drum tunes, study the Salish Language, listen to Elders, train jui jitsu, Enjoy life
	Text66: Follow your heart, Listen to your parents and Elders, Be strong and True and Respect everything especially yourself...
	Text67: When I quit drinking and started to learn about what it means to really be Salish.  There was a time when I was extremely excited about being "Indian" and I read everything and was all aboutt being militant.  I learned alot during this time especially about Native politics on a national level but it was when a friend said,"Chaney Tell me about your people, tell me about who you are. I spouted off a bunch of statistics such as how big my rez was how many people are enrolled and he was like no! who are you, where do you people come from, your ceremonies your language who are you?  Well, I didn't know and that was probably my biggist turning point in my life.  Though after that my eyes were open to how beautiful life is and how precious it can be when I held my new born babies. 
	Text68: My main goal or dream would be to see our language alive again, to be spoken all over by our people.  There are so many positve things that can come out of our people knowing their language with the main thing being knowing who you are as a human and being able to move forward in life with confidence.  I would love to become fluent myself and then pass this knowledge on to my children and our tribal youth.  Little camps are good but I want to see a program that focuses on our youth all year around and teaches many different things. 
	Text69: I went to school at Haskell for 3 years, traveled to New York City for the American Indian College Fund Gala, numerous AIHEC and NIEA conferences, South Texas for a Film Institute, and New Zealand to learn and study how the Maori people have brought back their language.
	Text70: Proud Parent for sure, wish I was a fluent speaker...working on that though, the idea that we need to really enjoy life and be happy for all the things that the Creator has provided for us.  Life is so precious and we should never take it for granted.
	Text71: www.Salishworld.com
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